
 
 

 

  
VBA Team,  

Thanks for your strength and resiliency as we continue to work through the 
COVID-19 pandemic together. 

My sincere hope is that our employees make it through this pandemic 
unscathed, but the reality is that you, or someone you know, may have 
personally been affected by the death of a loved one due to COVID-19.  

There is a special program run entirely by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) that provides up to $9,000 in funeral 
reimbursement assistance for COVID-related deaths.  

For family members of Veterans, FEMA may cover funeral costs that VA 
does not.  
  
I encourage all employees to share this information with their friends, 
family, and colleagues. If you know someone who may qualify, let them 
know financial reimbursement is available. You can find specific details on 
FEMA’s Funeral Expense Reimbursement Program here.  
 
  
Your dedicated service is appreciated. 
  

THOMAS MURPHY 
Acting Under Secretary for Benefits 
Department of Veterans Affairs 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fema.gov%2Fdisasters%2Fcoronavirus%2Feconomic%2Ffuneral-assistance%2Ffaq&data=04%7C01%7C%7C3fc1ffae976c4e01d63808d91fb4f0dd%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637575684286476017%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=52wCoFg8jRoQhswVfom02yHEkRh6DYF5ut%2FdzIQfZWs%3D&reserved=0

