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Nature
NATURE WALKS
TUESDAY TALKS & FRIDAY FORUMS
A series of nature walks led by Naturalist Jen Bulava on select
Tuesdays and Fridays.

WILDLIFE WATCH
Observe and explore the diversity of the animal kingdom
in our park system! Find out where certain animals take
shelter and what tools they use to do so. Grab your
binoculars and cameras to see what we may find!
December 9, 11 AM –Amico Island Register here.
January 7, 1 PM – Willingboro Lakes Register here.

WINTER WATERFOWL
Willingboro Lakes
Winter is a great time to look for water birds that migrate from
northern breeding grounds to New Jersey waters for the
winter. Join Jen for a walk between the two lakes to see how
many of these migratory species we can find.

EVENING WALKS - CREPUSCULAR
CREATURES

December 10, 10 AM Register here.

Explore our parks while enjoying the sunset! Join
Naturalist Kate Forte on a hike to learn about the
crepuscular animals that utilize this time of the evening
to hunt and gather food. See for yourself which animals
are active and why.

RANCOCAS CREEK IN WINTER

DECEMBER 14, 3:30 PM –Kinkora Trail Register
here.

December 7, 10 AM Register here.

Rancocas Pointe Trail
Take a short stroll on this half-mile trail to see the wildlife
found along the main stem of the Rancocas Creek in winter.
January 18, 10:30 AM Register here.

FEBRUARY 24, 5:00 PM –County Fairgrounds
Register here.

January 21, 10:30 AM Register here.

WINTER BIRD
COUNTS

MIGRATORY BIRDS AT THE WATER’S EDGE

December, 13-17 & January, 4-5

Laurel Run

Burlington County's version of the
Christmas Bird Count, a scientific
survey of the bird species that over-winter in the County
Parks. Participants will identify species by sight and sound
at specified locations within each County Park (not for
beginner birders). If you would like to contribute your bird
identification skills to help the Parks System with the
census, please register online. Group size is limited, and
registration is required. Exact start times will vary and are
available at the time of registration. Prepare for at least 2
hours of cold and windy weather at each location.
Monday, December 13: Crystal Lake Park

We will check the water’s edge for migratory waterfowl and
sparrows.
February 15, 10:00 AM Register here.
February 18, 12:30 PM Register here

Learn about various
species that call
Burlington County
Parks home!
Every other
Wednesday,
Naturalist Kate will
post a new video on our Nature Programs Page and on
YouTube that highlights a local species to better
understand their behaviors, natural history and/or
significance in the environment.
December 8 & 22 - wood ducks and screech owls.
January 12 & 26 - coyotes and crows.
February 9 & 23 - skunk cabbage and raccoons.

Tuesday, December 14: Long Bridge Park
Wednesday, December 15: Smithville Park
Thursday, December 16: Laurel Run & Willingboro
Lakes
Friday, December 17: Pennington Park
Tuesday, January 4: Amico Island
Wednesday, January 5: Boundary Creek & Rancocas
Pointe Trail
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Nature
OWL PROWL

ANIMAL COMMUNICATION

How far can an owl turn its head? How do
owls fly so silently? Which habitats do owls
prefer? Find out the answers to these
questions and more while walking through
the parks with Naturalist Kate. Learn about
the fascinating lives of these nocturnal
creatures and explore various habitats in
search of owls.
December 21, 3:30 PM – Long Bridge - Register
here.
January 13, 4 PM – Newton’s Landing Trail Register here.
FEBRUARY 1, 4:45 PM – Boundary Creek - Register
here.

WINTER TREE WALK
How can you identify trees in the winter when they lose
their leaves? Come learn and appreciate the beauty of
different variations of tree bark! Bundle up and join Naturalist Kate on a leisurely hike around the park while
identifying native tree species by their bark.
January 19, 1 PM – Boundary Creek Register here.

ANIMAL TRACKS &
SIGNS
Join Naturalist Kate in search of
evidence of our park’s wildlife in
the wintertime. From signs of
animal tracks to viewing nests and
lodges, learn how these animals
overwinter and survive the cold weather. Please dress
warmly and be prepared to explore!
January 27, 10 AM - Laurel Run Register here.
The County-sponsored nature programs taking
place in-person have the following
requirements:
• Registration is required online. No walk-ins
will be allowed on the day of the program. If you
have trouble registering, please contact us and we
will help you.
•

Registration will open within 2 weeks of the date of the
program, to avoid people registering far in advance and
not showing up and taking up the limited spots.

•

If interest generates waiting lists, we may be able to add
additional dates and times to accommodate more people.
These dates will be emailed to those on the waiting lists.

January 25, 1 PM – Animal Communication Part 1:
Birds, Lyceum of History and Natural Sciences
This new three-part lecture series expands the topics
discussed in the fall outdoor programs relating to animal
and plant communication. In Part 1, Naturalist Jen Bulava
will present findings of new research that deepens our
understanding of bird communication. What are they
saying to each other and why? New research has shed
light on this and so much more! Masks are required.
Registration is required. Register here. Series continues
Feb 22 and March 22. Prior attendance at the Fall
programs not required.
OR Attend the program online (Zoom):
January 25, 7 PM – Animal Communication Part 1:
Birds, Virtual
A Zoom link will be provided prior to the
presentation. Registration is required.
Register here.
February 22, 1 PM – Animal Communication Part 2:
Amphibians, Insects, and Mammals, Lyceum of
History and Natural Sciences
This new three-part lecture series expands the topics
discussed in the fall outdoor programs relating to animal
and plant communication. In Part 2, Naturalist Jen Bulava
will present current information that deepens our
understanding of vocal and non-vocal means of
communication between frogs & toads, certain insects,
and some species of mammals. Masks are required.
Registration is required. Register here. Part 3 (on plant
communication) continues on March 22.
OR Attend the program online (Zoom):
February 22, 7 PM – Animal Communication Part 2:
Amphibians, Insects, and Mammals,
Virtual
A Zoom link will be provided prior to the
presentation. Registration is required.
Register here.

MOONLIT WALK NOCTURNAL ANIMALS
Join Naturalist Kate Forte on a moonlit walk through
the park. Look and listen for signs of nocturnal animals
while also gazing at the stars!
February 16, 5:30 PM Amico Island Register here.
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Tours of the Mansion
during the event
1-3 PM $5

Holiday Tea
1-3 PM $5
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History
History for
the Holidays
Holiday Family Tours
of Historic Smithville
Smithville Park

December 10, 11, 17, 18 6-8 PM
Free

A VICTORIAN
storybook
CHRISTMAS
AT THE MANSION
Presented by
Friends of the Mansion
at Smithville

Celebrate the holidays with your family at Historic
Smithville. Stroll through the illuminated village,
view holiday scenes, and enjoy a story, hot
chocolate, and cookies with Mrs. Claus.
Along the way, you will meet guides in period
costumes to share the story of HB and Agnes
Smith and the village they created.
Be sure to stop by the Visitor Center, where each
child will receive a craft to take home. And don't
forget to bring your letters for Santa!

Annual Holiday
Gathering

Lyceum of History & Natural Sciences
December 28, 7 PM
Free
Join the Mount Holly Historical Society for their
Annual Holiday Gathering featuring cookies, historic
holiday projects, a brief meeting, and a special
guest too. More information can be found on Mount
Holly Historical Society's Facebook page.

Enjoy the splendor of a Christmas past with a
docent guided Holiday tour of Historic Smithville
Mansion, lavishly decorated for the holiday
season.
Daily Tours
Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Starting December 2
Noon, 1 PM & 2 PM
$6.00 per person
Candlelight Tours
December 3, 10, 17, 23, & 30
7 PM & 7:30 PM
$8.00 per person
Reservations are required.
For online reservations:
www.smithvillemansion.org
For more information email:
sleinbach@smithvillemansion.org
or call (609) 261-3780
The Mansion will be closed We will be closed Christmas Eve and
Day.
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History
Join our Museum Curator of History on
select Friday afternoons for Storytime
live on Facebook followed by a short
activity you can do at home.
December 3, 3 PM
A Girl Named Rosita by Anika Aldamuy Denise
The story of Rita Moreno, the Puerto Rican superstar
best known for her Oscar-winning performance in the
original West Side Story film, and the first Latinx
person to have earned an Emmy, Grammy, Oscar,
and Tony Award will inspire dreamers everywhere.
Craft supplies needed: multi-colored construction
paper, scissors, glue, and markers

December 17, 3 PM
Christmas From Heaven by Tom Brokaw
Gail Halvorson, a young pilot in the U.S. Army Air
Corp. was assigned as a cargo pilot to the Berlin
Airlift. After offering chewing gum to German children,
an idea grew to “bomb” Berlin with candy. Fashioning
small parachutes, he and his crew sent them floating
down! Lt. Halvorson became known as “The Candy
Bomber.” His act became a symbol of hope not only
to German children but to all who yearned for
freedom. Craft supplies needed: coffee filter, string,
tape, colored tissue paper.

January 7, 3 PM
Miss Birdie Chose a Shovel by Leslie Connor
Miss Birdie’s life was rich with blessings, but not
without challenges, and she carved out a new life in a
new country with the help of an ordinary shovel. A
tribute to the millions of immigrants who left their
homes to begin life anew in America. Craft supplies
needed: construction paper, glue, straw, scissors.

January 21, 3 PM
I Am Martin Luther King Jr. by Brad Meltzer
As a child, Martin Luther King, Jr. was shocked by
the terrible and unfair treatment of African American
people. When he grew up, he decided to do
something about it by peacefully gathering people
together for nonviolent protests and marches. He
spoke about loving others, doing what’s right, and
the dream of a kinder future, bravely leading the way
toward racial equality in America. Craft supplies
needed: white paper, markers, multi-colored
construction paper, scissors, glue

February 4, 3 PM
Let the Children March by Monica ClarkRobinson
After hearing Martin Luther King, Jr. speak,
thousands of African American children volunteered
to march for their civil rights. They protested laws
keeping black and white people separate. Despite
facing fear, hate, and danger, they used their voices
to change the world. Craft supplies needed:
construction paper, markers.

February 18, 3 PM
Nice Work, Franklin by Suzanne Tripp Jurmain
Franklin Roosevelt said that if you have a problem,
solve it. If one solution doesn't work, try another but
above all, TRY SOMETHING. So, Franklin ran for
president, and on Inauguration Day, he made it clear
that he would conquer polio and the Great
Depression. He got to work creating jobs, and slowly
America started getting better. Hear how our only
disabled president saved himself and then saved the
country. Craft supplies needed: blue plastic cup, red
and white ribbon, tape.
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History
Join us live via Zoom for

Trivia Night!
It is always a relaxed, fun time!
Select Mondays in December, January & February.
Free
Registration is required. You will receive a Zoom link upon registering. Register Here
December 13, 7 PM
Categories: The Holidays and Pearl Harbor.
January 24, 7 PM
Categories: The New Year and one of literature's most beloved characters, Winnie the Pooh.
February 7, 7 PM
Categories: Black History Month and Valentine's Day.
February 28, 7 PM
Categories: Presidents Day and scientific achievements.

Artifact Highlight Videos

Behind the
Scenes

Join us as we continue our monthly series that takes you
behind the scenes of the Burlington County Lyceum of
History and Natural Sciences collections.
Each month will feature a different, rarely seen artifact.
Learn how the artifact came into the collection, the history
behind it, and the story it tells.

Videos will be posted the week of December 27 and February 21 on our
YouTube channel and Facebook page.
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History
Lectures & Presentations
Inventions & Trademarks
Continuation of our series of stories of many of the
inventions, patents, and trademarks issued in the month of
December, January and February through the centuries.
Live Presentation at 2 PM and repeated on Zoom at 6 PM.

Lyceum of History & Natural Sciences
2 PM
Free
Masks Required
Registration required; register here

Zoom, 6 PM - link will be provided upon registration
Free
Registration required; register here

December 6
From snack foods to theme park rides, vehicles to
scientific discoveries, many of the things we enjoy were
patented and trademarked in December.

January 11
From candy to cosmetics, entertainment to medical
advancements, many of the things we enjoy were patented
and trademarked in January.

February 24
From electronics to household products, television to
medical breakthroughs, many of the things we enjoy were
patented and trademarked in February.

We the People 101
Join Parks Historian Eric Orange for a discussion of the US
Constitution. When was it written, and why? What has
been changed over the years? Why does it need to be
interpreted? Pick up a copy of your own and give it a quick
read, not that daunting of a task, and you will be ready for
a group discussion. Live Presentation at 10 AM and
repeated on Zoom at 7 PM.

Lyceum of History & Natural Sciences
January 5, 10 AM
Free
Masks Required
Registration required; register here

Zoom - 7pm- link will be provided upon registration
Free
Registration required; register here

The Life & Times of a
One-Armed Surgeon
Morris Robbins planned to be a surgeon, but at 18, he
suffered a devastating injury that took his left arm. While
most would have given up, he did not and became a
renowned orthopedic surgeon who specialized in saving
limbs. Join his daughter, Dorothy Talavera, as she
discusses her father's memoir, "The Life and Times of a
One-Armed Surgeon."

Lyceum of History & Natural Sciences
January 24, 1 PM
Free
Masks Required
Registration required; register here

History of Mount Holly
Taverns
Join the Mount Holly Historical Society for a presentation
on the many taverns that once called Mount Holly home
and why they are so important to our local history. More
information can be found on Mount Holly Historical
Society's Facebook page.

Lyceum of History & Natural Sciences
January 25, 7pm
Free
Masks Required

The Flexible Flyer:
Americas Most Famous Sled
Join the Mount Holly Historical Society and Burlington
County Museum Curator of History, Marisa Bozarth, for a
presentation on one of our most beloved winter toys, the
Flexible Flyer! Hear the story of how Samuel Leeds
Allen started a sled business out of his backyard shed
and grew it into one of the most recognizable winter
brands in the world. More information can be found on
Mount Holly Historical Society's
Facebook page.

Lyceum of History & Natural Sciences
February 22, 7 PM
Free
Masks Required
7

History
Love is in the Air

Historic Smithville Park

803 Smithville Road | Eastampton

It's February, and that means love.
Join us for three love stories
unique to Burlington County where
an inventor falls for a young doctor,
a colonel becomes enchanted by a
widow, and a waitress catches the eye of an artist. Live
Presentation at 10 AM and repeated on Zoom at 7 PM.

February 9
Lyceum of History & Natural Sciences, 10 AM
Free
Masks Required
Registration required; register here

Zoom, 7 PM - link will be provided upon
registration
Free
Registration required; register here

I Have a Dream: The Story
Behind the Speech
We have all heard Martin Luther
King, Jr.'s famous "I Have a
Dream" speech. But do you know
what was in the rest of the
speech? How it came to be or
what happened to the speech
afterward? Learn more about one
of the most famous speeches in
American history. Live
Presentation at 2 PM and
repeated on Zoom at 6 PM.

February 10
Lyceum of History & Natural Sciences, 2 PM
Free
Masks Required
Registration required; register here

Zoom, 6 PM- link will be provided upon
registration
Free
Registration required; register here

The museum offers
visitors a visual
presentation of the
Underground Railroad
experience in America, with emphasis on New
Jersey and Burlington County where the
Underground Railroad flourished before the
Civil War.
The museum is an independent organization,
separate from the County Parks System.
Please visit the Underground Railroad
Museum Facebook page for more details and
tour information.
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Art Exhibits, Classes & Events
Historic Smithville Park | 803 Smithville Road | Eastampton

Smithville Mansion
Annex Gallery
Located upstairs inside the historic Smithville
Mansion, the gallery features juried and themed fine
art and photography exhibits and hosts the annual
Burlington County Teen Arts Exhibit and Senior Art
Show.

Winter Art Show
December 5, 2021 - January 16, 2022
Complementing the festive Holiday Tours of the
mansion, the exhibit reflects the holiday and winter
seasons.

African American Culture Exhibit
January 27 - March 20, 2022
Featuring a collective of exceptional artists of diverse
styles, but with connecting sensibilities and
aesthetics, exemplifying the depth of the culture and
scope of art existing and empowering the African
American community.

Gallery Hours:
Thursday-Saturday, 10 AM - 4 PM
Sunday: 12 - 4 PM
Individuals requiring special accommodations are requested to give
two weeks advance notification by calling (609) 265-5858
All our museums and galleries are ADA accessible.

Follow the Arts!
@burlcoarts

Worker’s House Gallery
Built between 1865 and 1870, this duplex, nestled
in The Smithville Village, housed H.B. Smith’s
workers along with their families during the
factory’s operation. Exhibits focus on handcrafts
and group exhibits.

Rancocas Nature Center Exhibit:
Parks Alive
November 18, 2021 - January 9, 2022
Photographs from the Rancocas Nature Center
Outdoor Photography Club focusing on the natural
elements “alive” in our preserved open spaces,
and natural history artifacts from the Nature
Center's permanent collection.

Quinton Greene
January 20 - March 13,
2022
For Quinton Greene,
creating and designing
on canvas helps
maintain balance,
building a life of hope
and inner peace and
holding him on the path
of freedom from
negative past
experiences. This
exhibit will feature bright
acrylic paintings and
mixed media collages.
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Art Exhibits, Classes & Events
150 High Street | Mount Holly

Drawing from Nature
Worker’s House Gallery
December 9, 3 PM
Free, all ages
Register Here

Join us for some much-needed fresh air in a workshop
where we draw inspiration from natural settings and
subjects. We will discuss different drawing techniques
and skills during this light, instructional class, along with a
theme. All artistic levels are welcome. Materials are
provided, but please feel free to bring your own. This
class will be outside, depending on the weather.
Instructor: Leeannwyn Stoner, New Jersey resident and
working artist.

Warden’s House Gallery
Completed in 1888, this house, which is attached to the
Historic Prison Museum, once served as the warden’s
living quarters. It is the permanent home of the Hugh
Campbell collection and also highlights works by
emerging artists.

Hugh
Campbell:
Point of
Origin
November 20,
2021 - January
9, 2022

Artwork highlighted in the video series "Point of
Origin"; Art Smith, a local artist and instructor,
presented in-depth and unique theoretical analyses of
Hugh Campbell's works and connected the paintings
with their exact locations.

Jazlyne Sabree
January 13 - March 6, 2022
Jazlyne's figurative and
abstract paintings, birthed
from her life experiences,
reflect on themes of social
justice, peace, and healing,
balancing spreading
awareness of the issues of
humanity with peaceful,
therapeutic moments of
mental relief.

Poetry Walk

Amico Island
December 16, 3 PM
Free, all ages
Register Here
There's nothing quite like the revitalizing and chilly woods
in the winter. Enjoy the sights and sounds of beautiful
Amico Island while reflecting on some of the greatest
nature poems that were ever written! If you feel inspired,
you are encouraged to create your own (sharing is
optional). We will meet in the parking lot. Please dress
appropriately for the weather and conditions, as we will
be hiking through the park.

Winter Wander
Photography Walk & Talk

Willingboro Lakes
December 17, 3 PM meet near the parking lot
Free, all ages
Register Here
Prerequisites: A camera (digital recommended) and a
basic understanding of photography.
Formerly Olympia Lakes, this 105-acre park is now
re-opened to the public. With an interesting lakeside loop
trail and views of curious islands scattered across the
lake, Willingboro Lakes is the perfect place to experience
the cool crisp winter air.
Learn some simple techniques to capture more intriguing
images. No matter the location or subject, there is always
a way to look at it from another perspective.
We will meet near the parking lot. Please dress
appropriately for the weather and conditions, as we will
be hiking through the park.
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Culinary Arts
Chocolate - dipped Spoon and
Hand-blended Cocoa Stocking
Stuffers

Holiday Market
December 4, 10 AM - 2 PM

Tuesday December 7, 6 PM
$35
Register Here

Come and join Amanda at The Rod Homestead for a
chocolatey handmade holiday class! Chocolate-dipped
spoons and some hand-blended hot cocoa mixes are
the perfect holiday gifts.

Holiday Macarons

Sunday December 12, 10 AM
$55
Register Here
Cara Griffin of Sift Bake Shop
will be back to the Farmhouse
Kitchen teaching how to create the perfect, gem-like
holiday macarons, from chewy shell to delectable filling.
This is a hands on class and each participant will take
some home.

Orange Shortbreads and
Caramelized Pecans
Monday December 13, 6 pm
$45
Register Here

Nothing is better than a homemade
gift made with love. In our Gifts
From The Kitchen Series, Chef Fran from Flavorful Fork
will make two delicious, no fuss recipes that are perfect
for gifting at the holidays.

The Cool Yule Log

Tuesday December 21, 6:00pm
$60
Register Here
Join Chef Cara Griffin from Sift
Bake Shop in making a Holiday Yule Log! Participants
will be using pre-baked cake, made by Cara, to
assemble and decorate their own Yule Log. Learn
chocolate molding, meringue piping and a variety of
decorative techniques to create a winter wonderland of
a Yule Log to take home.

Fresh Live Green Wreath
Workshop
Thursday December 2, 6 PM
Register Here
Thursday December 9, 6 PM
Register Here
$75
Break out into festive spirit and join our Fresh
Live Green Wreath Workshop! Learn the art
of wreath decorating to customize a fabulous
holiday centerpiece to adorn your home this
season.
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Winter Macarons

Valentines Day Tiramisu
Trifles

Sunday January 9, 10am
$55
Register Here
Cara Griffin of Sift Bake Shop will be
back to the Farmhouse Kitchen teaching how to
create the delicious winter-seasoned macarons,
from chewy shell to delectable filling. This is a
hands on class and each participant will take home
some of each flavor created.

Cold Comfort Jelly

Monday January 10, 6pm
$40
Register Here
Canning and Preserving doesn’t have
to stop when the farmers’
markets end. Danielle Brenner of The Jersey
Farmhouse will show us how to make Cold Comfort
Jelly, a throat soothing winter treat.

Healthy New Year’s Breakfast
Ideas
Friday January 21, 6:00pm
$45
Register Here

Start the new year and your day off right with these
healthy breakfast ideas! Chef Fran of the Flavorful
Fork will make two nutrition packed, gluten-free
recipes that will keep you fueled up and ready for
your day.

Making Mozzarella From
Scratch

Tuesday January 25, 6:00pm
$55
Register Here
Learn the basics of using rennet to
turn milk into cheese in a mozzarella-making
demonstration. Chef Tamara Christians will take
you through hands-on techniques for stretching a
sweet, tender curd into your own fresh mozzarella
balls.

mascarpone cream.

Friday February 11, 6:00pm
$45
Register Here
Surprise your honey with this
delicious dessert for
Valentine’s Day or any day! In
this hands-on class Chef Fran
of The Flavorful Fork will
teach us to make Individual
Tiramisu Trifles with espresso
-dipped ladyfingers and

French Macarons For
“Galentines”
Sunday February 13,
5:00pm
$55
Register Here

French macarons are a
treat for the eye as well
as the taste buds. Join
Cara Griffin of Sift Bake
Shop in the Farmhouse Kitchen to learn how these
rainbow-hued gems are made. Students will be
hands-on in small teams and will leave with an
array of new skills and valentine-inspired
macarons! Bring a gal pal and celebrate.

Farmstead
Cheese Class

Tuesday February
22, 6:00pm
$55
Register Here
In this hands-on
class‚ we build on
the principles taught in our mozzarella classes.
Learn the tricks to using different coagulants while
we make three classic farmstead cheeses from
different parts of the globe: goat cheese, cottage
cheese, and paneer.
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Gardening &
Horticulture
Winter Tea and Talk: Dr. James
Still, Pine Barrens Herbalist
Saturday January 15, 6pm
$35
Register Here

Enjoy tea and teacakes with Jeannie
Francis, a local herbalist, and learn about our own Dr.
James Still, Doctor and Herbalist in the Pines. James
Still was a hardworking young man with a passion for
medicine and helping his fellow man.

Reviving Our Local Seed
History: Heirloom Vegetables
of Burlington County
Wednesday February 2, 6:00pm
$15
Register Here

Garden and heirloom seed
enthusiasts, here is an opportunity
to be a part of an open-sourced
public project using free online digital tools to research
the seed history of Burlington County.

The Organic Garden: Principles of Seed
Germination
Monday February 7, 5:00pm
$30
Register Here

Liam Duffy’s Organic Garden
series begins with a hands on
introduction to successful
seeding and germination for
farmers and home gardeners
alike. We will talk about the
heirloom New Jersey plants we
will be growing, as well as seeding techniques and tips
to ensure germination. This is the first session of a
three-part class.

Backyard Biodiversity:
Building a Stronger
Garden
Wednesday February 16,
6:00pm
$15
Register Here
An introduction to what makes the colors,
textures and tastes that grow in your backyard.
Jeff Quattrone of the Seed Library of Burlington
County explores the importance of biodiversity
in our home and “wild” landscapes, and how to
use biodiversity to build a stronger, pest
resistant garden. This is the first of three
related sessions.

Arts & Crafts
Mommy and Me “Boho”
Dreamcatchers
Sunday January 30,
1:00pm
$65
Register Here

Mommies, and Daddies! Join Ivy on Ocean
in learning how to create a beautiful “boho”
dreamcatcher of your own creation with your
little one! It is the perfect event for ages 6-12.

Winter Relief: Making
Beeswax Lip Balms
Thursday February 24,
6:00pm $30
Register Here

Winter winds can be devastating to sensitive
skin. Meet Homesteader, Amanda Rodriguez
in the Farmhouse Kitchen to make your own
natural beeswax lip balms. We will discuss
natural scents and flavors as well as where to
source the best ingredients and all the “how
tos” and tips. Everyone will leave class with
their own balms and recipes to use at home.
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794 Rancocas Road, Westampton, NJ 08060

www.rancocasnaturecenter.org

Hump Day
Afternoon Hike
Wednesdays at 2PM
December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
January 5, 12, 19, 26
February 2, 9, 16, 23
Free, FRNC membership suggested
Register online or by email at
info@rancocasnaturecenter.org.
Like to hike, but don’t like doing it alone? Come on out for
a brisk hike in nature—the perfect way to get some
exercise before the sun sets. Breathe deep, relax, and
enjoy the weekly changes you observe as the season
progresses. All attendees must bring a face mask and
practice social distancing. Inclement weather cancels.

Family Trek on the Trails
For Rancocas Nature Center Member Families

Tuesdays at 1PM

December 7,14, 21, 28
January 11, 18, 25
February 1, 8,15, 22

Interpretive Trail Hike
Sundays at 1:30 PM
December 5
January 2
February 6

Free, FRNC membership suggested
Registration is limited to 15 participants
Register online or by email at
info@rancocasnaturecenter.org.
Join Rancocas Nature Center for an interpretive hike
through our varied habitats. It’s a great way to become
familiar with the trails. Bring a camera and/or
binoculars as we’ll be sure to stop at scenic spots along
the way. The easy pace is suitable for all ages, but
you’ll need a child carrier to transport small children.
Masks and social distancing are required. Inclement
weather cancels.

Saturday Guided Walk
Saturdays at 10:30AM

Free, FRNC membership required
Register online or by emailing
info@rancocasnaturecenter.org
Registration is limited to 8 families.
Geared toward families with children and/or babies in
backpacks, this afternoon guided hike is the perfect way
to stretch those tight muscles and get some fresh air and
sunshine during the short days of winter. The Rancocas
trails span out from the Visitors Center to the natural
areas of the preserve. Bring masks and practice social
distancing. Inclement weather cancels.

December 18
January 15

Free (donations encouraged)
Register online or by emailing
info@rancocasnaturecenter.org
Registration is limited to 15 participants.
Studies show that taking a walk in a natural area is
good for your physical and mental health. Active
adults and interested teenagers can join Rancocas
Nature Center for an approximately 2-mile guided hike
in the preserve. All attendees must bring a face mask.
Inclement weather cancels.

Rancocas Outdoor Photography Club
All Are Welcome!

First Thursday of the Month 10AM at a designated location
December 2
January 6
February 3
Contact rncphotoclub@gmail.com for details.
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Woodsy Wonderers

Science Outdoors

$10/per child/per session (with a current Rancocas
membership).

$10/per child/per session (with a current Rancocas
Nature Center membership).

Register for one or more sessions online or by emailing
info@rancocasnaturecenter.org

Register for one or more sessions online or by emailing
info@rancocasnaturecenter.org

Registration is limited to 8 children per session

Registration is limited to 10 children per session

Thursday Woodsy Wonderers

Fridays 10AM

December 2, 9,
January 13, 20, 27,
February 3, 10, 17, 24

December 3, 10
January 14, 21, 28
February 4, 11, 18, 25

Friday Woodsy Wonderers
December 3, 10
January 14, 21, 28
February 4, 11, 18, 25

For ages 2-6 years-old (Parental participation required)
Our Woodsy Wonderers program continues through the
winter. Each class will include a story, a natural area
exploration, student-led inquiry, and free play. Based on
the “forest schools” concept, this outdoor education
model focuses on student interactions with natural
spaces and offers hands-on learning in a woodland
environment. This program is 100% outdoors and held
rain or shine with adjustments for inclement colder
weather. Masks and social distancing are required.

The Rancocas Nature Center is a great place for
elementary students through grade 6 to explore the
sciences, even on a chilly day. During this 2-hour
program, weekly themes will focus on the changing
rhythms of the season and offer the best hands-on
experiences. Activities and trail hikes will visit areas of
the Rancocas preserve where exploration, observation,
and experimentation hold keys to the wetland, meadow,
and forest habitats that our plants and animals call
home. STEM concepts and animal interactions will be
integrated into the activities for a fuller understanding of
the local ecosystem. All attendees must bring a mask
and social distancing is practiced. This program is held
outdoors—inclement weather cancels.

SANTAQUEST
Sunday, December 12, 12PM
(staggered start times)

Rancocas Nature Center members - $8/person, $25/family (limit 5)
Nonmembers - $10/person, $35/family (limit 5).
Register online or by email at info@rancocasnaturecenter.org
There is no participation without pre-registration and no rain date
Pay upon arrival
A staffing shortage at the North Pole brings Santa to Rancocas to
recruit help for the busy holiday season. He’s hiking the trails
looking for qualified applicants - maybe you too would like a chance
to interview. Bring your imagination and join us for our annual funfilled holiday treat and self-guided adventure as we look for signs of
Santa along the trails. Enjoy hot chocolate and a campfire back at
the center and support our bake sale and basket raffle. Bring a
camera or cell phone to document this unique Santa sighting.
Masks are required inside the Visitors Center, and where social
distancing is not possible.
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Cabin
Fever
Escape
Art
Looking to get out of the house and beat the winter
blues? Join us for a night of fun, creating arts and
crafts. No experience necessary. Bring an old shirt
or cover-up. This program will be held indoors; all
attendees must wear a face mask and practice
social distancing. No experience necessary.
$25/per person (all supplies included), payable
upon arrival.
Register online or by emailing
info@rancocasnaturecenter.org

Decoupage on Canvas
January 7, 6:30– 8:30 PM

This month’s project looks complex but isn’t—with
beautiful results. We’ll experiment with a mixture of
paint and decoupage (fancy French word for
collage) to create stunning compositions—ready to
hang on the wall when you get home.

Printmaking

Barnegat Light
State Park
Field Trip
Sunday, January 16, 10AM
Raindate, Sunday, January 23
Free (donations encouraged)
Register online or by emailing
info@rancocasnaturecenter.org
Meet in the Barnegat Light State
Park parking lot, Long Beach Island
The northern tip of Long Beach Island,
Barnegat State Park, is a great location to
view the assortment of winter birds along
the Jersey shore. The trip also includes a
stopover at other LBI locations.
Possibilities include Harlequins, seabirds,
gulls, and winter migrants. Inclement
weather cancels.

VALENTINE’S SINGLES
HIKE AND SOCIAL

January 28, 6:30– 8:30 PM

Saturday, February 12, 1PM

Each participant will carve a simple design into a
linoleum block and use a roller and ink to “stamp”
the image onto blank cards. The cards can be
used as individual artworks or as greeting cards.
Bring your own design or create one in class.

Rancocas Nature Center members - $10/person
Nonmembers - $12/person,
(Includes desserts from the Robin’s Nest in Mt
Holly)

Macramé Plant Hanger
February 18, 6:30– 8:30 PM

Registration required by Tuesday, February 8th
Register online or by emailing
info@rancocasnaturecenter.org

This month’s project focuses on the art of
macramé, aka knot tying. Using cotton rope,
wooden beads, and a series of knots, you’ll create
a macramé hanger for your favorite plant. The
process will be broken down, step by step for all
skill levels.

Whether you are single and loving it or looking for
love, get out and have some Valentine fun. Bundle
up and join us for a brisk winter hike followed by
dessert and social time at the center. Feel free to
bring some valentines to share with new friends and
help spread the love.
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Maple Sugaring
Sunday, February 20, 12:30PM
(start times are staggered)

Rancocas Nature Center members - $8/person, $25/family (limit 5)
Nonmembers - $10/person, $35/family (limit 5)
Register by emailing info@rancocasnaturecenter.org .
Pay upon arrival.
What a tasty way to spend a winter afternoon! Bring the whole family and enjoy a program about maple sugaring,
the oldest continuous industry in North America. On this self-guided hike, you’ll follow a map and visit multiple
interactive stations along the Rancocas trails. Learn about the Sugar Maple tree and the history of maple sugaring,
observe a tapping demonstration, and enjoy a maple syrup tasting. To ward off the chills, we’ll have an oldfashioned campfire burning.

The American Woodcock
American Woodcocks & Their Aerial Displays
Zoom Talk
Thursday, February 24, 7PM
Free (donations encouraged)
Register online or by emailing info@rancocasnaturecenter.org
Each year in the late winter, the American Woodcock move northward at the beginning of their breeding season. One of
their migration stops is the Rancocas meadow– a reliable spot to catch the male of the species perform a fascinating
aerial display to impress the female Woodcocks. Rancocas naturalist Patti Rehn will share a virtual information session
via Zoom as an introduction/preview of the unique, in-person viewing opportunity at Rancocas on March 6. Participate in
either or both.

Woodcock Display at Rancocas Nature
Center
Sunday, March 6, 5PM
Free (donations encouraged)
Register online or by emailing info@rancocasnaturecenter.org
Each year in the late winter, the American Woodcock move
northward at the beginning of their breeding season. One of their
migration stops is the Rancocas meadow– a reliable spot to
catch the male of the species perform a fascinating aerial display
to impress the female Woodcocks. Join Rancocas naturalist Patti
Rehn at dusk for an informational session and unique viewing
opportunity. Bring binoculars and dress for the weather .

This is a joint program with Delaware Valley Ornithological Club.
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